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Northampton Community College



 

COURSE TITLE: Computer Graphics

Course and section numbers: ARTA 170-03

Credits: 4 credits

Course meeting days and times: Tues/Thurs 4-6:50pm

Room Number: CMUN 114

Current Semester: Fall 2008

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION:

Instructor’s name: Justin Pursell

Office Hour: Thursday 3:00-4:00pm

Office Location: 

Email Address: jpursell@northampton.edu or justin@justinpursell.com
Telephone Number: (215) 760-9791 (cell), Please leave messages if I do not answer!

REQUIRED MATERIALS

Adobe Photoshop CS3 Classroom in a Book, Adobe Press, ISBN-10: 0-321-49202-9

Adobe Illustrator CS3 Classroom in a Book, Adobe Press, ISBN-10: 0-321-49200-5

Other Supplies: USB Flash Drive for saving, Notebook for notetaking, pen/mechanical pencils, sketchbook for layout planning

COURSE DESCRIPTION FROM NCC CATALOG
This course is an introduction to computer graphics and basic design principles. Utilizing Photoshop/ImageReady and Illustrator software, students will learn the fundamentals of digital image creation, editing/scanning, printing, and graphic design. Assignments, both in and outside of the classroom will be contextually based, providing real-world applications for each lesson.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES FROM THE COURSE OUTLINE

A. Students will become proficient in the use of the Apple Macintosh computer and OSX operating system. 

B. Students will become proficient in the use of Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Illustrator

C. Students will understand computer graphics methodologies (best practices), logic and capabilities, including scanning, printing, and use of a digital camera.

D. Students will create graphic designs utilizing/applying basic concepts of graphic design-especially the integration of color, images, and typography as design elements.

E. Students will research, analyze, and understand how graphic designs function as a communication medium.

F. Students will begin to develop an awareness of their graphic design style.

G. Students will begin to develop an understanding of the history of graphic design.

H. Students will begin to develop the ability to analyze and critique graphic designs.

POLICIES

Class Attendance and Withdrawal: 

Class attendance and engagement in the learning process are critical factors in determining students success in their courses. NCC students are expected to attend all class sessions of courses in which they are enrolled, and are responsible for all material presented in class sessions fo these courses.

A student who misses class more than twice the number of weekly meeting of the class (or equivalent in short-term classes) may be withdrawn from the course by the instructor. Students who are withdrawn for poor attendance will receive a grade of W. Faculty may issue a withdrawal through the first 90% of the semester (14th week or equivalent in short term classes). After the 90% period a student may not withdraw or be withdrawn.

In an internet-based distance learning course, a sutdent is considered to have missed the equivalent of more than twice the number of weekly meetings of a traditional classroom course in a consecutive two-week period if there has been no participation by the student in the class through submission of assignments, participation in discussion forums or contact with the professor in any way during the period.

Students who are withdrawn from the class for lack of attendance may appeal the enforced withddrawal to the instructor. If the instuctor agrees to reinstate the student, he/she will be required to complete a reinstatement form and return it directly to the Vice President for Student Affairs. If the appeal is denied, the student may speak with the appropriate academic dean and/or the Vice President for Student Affairs. Further discussion may take place with the faculty member, but the final decision on withdrawal rests with the faculty member.

Students will not be graded on attendance, however, students may be graded on class participation.

Consequences of Lateness to Class: Partial classes missed will be counted towards total absences for the semester. Students who miss 5 classes are subject to removal from the class. If you are going to miss a class, it is critical that you inform the instructor before the class begins. Also, it is your responsibility (not the instructor’s) to make up any material missed while you were absent.

Academic Honesty Policy:

Northampton Community College considers honesty to be essential to the learning experience. Academic honesty is one of the values that we expet members of the NCC community will apply in their work on this campus and take into their lives beyond NCC. Violations of academic honesty harm the learning experience and violate the expectations and values that we hope the NCC community embraces. We expect all members of the NCC academic community to conduct themselves and their work ethically and honestly.

Student Responsibilities:

· Students are solely responsible for their work and for making sure that their work represents their own honest efforts to meet the goals of the course.

· They are responsible for learning and following the policies and expectations fo the college and for understanding the consequences of actions that violate the policy on academic honesty.

· They are responsible for showing that the work they present is theirs in whatever ways are deemed appropriate by the faculty for the course.

Faculty Responsibilities: 

· Faculty members are responsible for demonstrating academic honesty in their work.

· They are responsible for making their expectations related to academic honesty clear to their classes including which activities and resources are allowed and the consquences for violations in their courses.

· They are responsible for communicating about violations of the academic honesty policy to students and their division Dean and to the Vice President for Student Affairs.

Consequences of Plagiarism: Violations of the academic policy include any actions that attempt to gain academic credit for work that does not represent the student’s own efforts and knowledge. They include, but are not limited to the following situations and examples:

· Cheating on examinations and quizzes

· Using notes, materials, and/or mechanical, electronic, or technological devices not authorized by the instructor during examinations and quizzes.

· Providing or receiving help on an examination or test in a manner not authorized by the instructor

· Buying, selling, improperly obtaining, or using any tests or examinations.

· Posing as another student or allowing another student to pose as you when taking a quiz or exam

· Altering or adding answers on exercises, exams, or quizzes after the work has been graded

· Plagiarizing

· Using the ideas or words of others without appropriate quotation and documentation that acknowledges the source or sources—in other words, presenting someone else’s work as one’s own

· Copying exact words, phrases, or sentences without quoting and giving credit to the source

· Using a paraphrased version of the opinions, work, or ideas of others without giving credit

· The wrongful appropriation of all or part of someone else’s literary, artistic, musical, mechanical, or computer-based work

· A faculty member may apply one of the following penalties:

· A written warning with the requirement that the assignment be redone within the instructor’s specified time

· A failing grade for the assignment or test

· An “F” for the course

The penalty which will be applied in this class is Failing grade for assignment for the first violation (for each student if applicable), subsequent violations will result in an F for the course.

Consequences of Late Work, Missed Exams, Make-Up Work: No late work will be accepted. Assignments are due at the beginning of class.

Classroom Management (cell phone usage, leaving class, disruptive behavior): Students are responsible for their own behavior. If you leave class, it will be your responsibility to make up any material missed. Missing an assignment will result in a grade of zero.

INSTRUCTIONAL PLAN

How your final grade will be determined: 

In Class Assignments

15%

Projects



60%

Final Exam


15%

Class Participation

10%

Grade Scale: 

92% - 100%
A

90% - 92%
A-

87%-89%
B+

83%-86%
B

80%-82%
B-

77%-79%
C+

73%-76%
C

70%-72%
C-

65%-69%
D+

60%-65%
D

60%-0%

F

Course Calendar (dates, topics, and assignments for each class meeting):

See attatched page for details.

Format For Assignments: 

Assignments must be submitted on the FIDO file server with the following naming convention

(if you are submitting more than one file, create a folder in this format):

[Project # or Project Name] – [Last Name, First Name]

example: Photo Retouch – Pursell, Justin
OTHER RELEVANT PROCEDURES AND POLICIES:

Disability Services: Northampton Community College encourages academically qualified students with disabilities to take advantage of its educational programs. Services and accomodations are offered to students with disabilities at no adiditional cost to facilitate accessiblity to College programs and facilities. These services are based upon each student’s individual needs and must be indicated by current documentation of disability. For more information, you can contact the Coordinator of Disability Services at (610) 861-5342 or TDD (610) 861-5351 or view the Disability Services Webpage by following these links from the NCC home page (http://www.northampton.edu): Administraton > Student Services > Students With Disabilities.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This syllabus is offered as a guide

It is subject to change throughout the semester, as necessary.

Exact dates and requirements will be issued in class.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Date
	In  Class
	Assignments

	Week 1

Aug 26th
	- Introduction to course

- Introduction to the OSX interface, saving/file types

- Saving Files

- Introducing to Photoshop CS3, its interface/tools, and uses
	

	Week 2

Sept 2
	- Uses for/activities with selection tools in Photoshop

- Introduction to Layers

- Learning shortcut keys 
	Car Customization Project given



	Week 3

Sept 9
	- Image Adjustments (color balance, hue/saturation, etc)

- Color modes, cropping, and transforming objects


	Car Customization Project

	Week 4

Sept 16


	- Scanning/importing photos
	Bring in material for scanning and digital camera/digital photos

	Week 5

Sept 23


	- Cloning, burning and dodging, another photo restoration techniques


	Photo Restoration Project given



	Week 6

Sept 30


	- Creating brushes/brush library

- Working with the Pen tool and paths

Photo Restoration Project
	Photo Restoration Project



	Week 7

Oct 7


	- Layer masks
- Filters and layer effects
	Self Portrait project given



	Week 8

Oct 14


	NO CLASS TUES (FALL BREAK)

	Self Portrait Project



	Week 9

Oct 21


	- Review layer masks, Pen tool

Photoshop Tool & Interface Quiz
	Self Portrait Project



	Week 10

Oct 28


	- Introduction to Illustrator, its interface/tools, and uses

- Creating basic shapes, color swatches


	

	Week 11

Nov 4


	- Using Illustrator’s Pen tool for curves, straight lines, and the modification of paths

- Gradients
	Line Art Project given



	Week 12

Nov 4


	Line Art Project
	Line Art Project



	Week 13

Nov 11


	- Text in Illustrator, transforming text, creating outlines, text effects
	Alphabet Portrait Project given



	Week 14

Nov 18


	Alphabet Portrait Project
	Alphabet Portrait Project

	Week 15

Nov 25


	- Combining vector and raster graphics 

- Discussion of logos, self-promotion

NO CLASS THURS (THANKSGIVING BREAK)

	Logo & Business Card Project Given

	Week 16

Dec 2


	- Advanced techniques and workflow between Photoshop and Illustrator (placing images, etc)

Logo & Business Card Project
	Logo & Business Card Project

Final Project – Compact Disc Package given

	Week 17

Dec 9


	Final Project – Compact Disc Package
	Final Project – Compact Disc Package 

	Dec 16


	Final Project – Compact Disc Package Due 
	Final Project – Compact Disc Package Due


